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ESP and UK ESOL: Building on common ground 
 
Tuesday 18 January 2011 
British Council, 10 Spring Gardens, London, SW1A 2B N 
 
Who is this for? 
All EFL/ESOL teachers (newly qualified to experienced) 
 
There are a number of similarities between the teac hing of English for Specific Purposes 
(ESP) as practised worldwide, and of English for Sp eakers of Other Languages (ESOL) in the 
UK. These include: 

• Similar methodological origins and priorities, base d on delivery of teaching and 
learning through effective needs analysis 

• A focus on functions and skills rather than on a tr aditional grammar-based syllabus. 

• A common preoccupation with authenticity and direct  relevance. 

• A shared perception that mainstream published teach ing materials do not always 
match students’ needs. 

We will examine whether there are ways in which ESP  and UK ESOL can learn from each 
other and possibly help to take general ELT for adu lts in a new, more focused direction.  
 
Who is presenting this seminar? 
David Baker :  While working in France, David became a speciali st Business English and ESP 
teacher, involved mainly in the field of in-company  and pre-experience vocational language training.  
After a Master’s degree in English and Applied Ling uistics, he joined Oxford University Press and 
edited a number of Business English and ESP courses  in the early 1990s, including Business 
Objectives, Business Basics, and the Oxford English  for ...  series.  He has recently returned to ESP,  
and has just finished writing (with Richard Clark) the course on ‘Finance’ in the Oxford English for 
Careers series. 
 
Keith Harding: Keith is now a freelance ELT writer, trainer, and c onsultant based in London, but in 
the past he has worked as a teacher, teacher traine r, Director of Studies, and Principal in the UK and  
the USA – entirely in the private sector.  Since th e early 1990s he has been interested in English for  
Specific Purposes and has written several titles fo r Oxford University Press, including International 
Express, Oxford English for Careers: Tourism, and t he Oxford Resource Book for Teachers: ESP.  He 
has also run training workshops and courses in ESP for teachers in a number of countries. 
 
Programme 
1830 – 1900 Welcome and refreshments 
1900 – 2000 Presentation and workshop 
2000 – 2030 Reception  
 
To register for this seminar, please RSVP quoting ‘ ESP’ to Nansi O’Connor, T +44 (0)20 7389 4787   
E rsvp.events@britishcouncil.org  (Please note that there is no charge for attending  this seminar.) 
For highlights of the Seminar Series, please go to: 

www.teachingenglish.org.uk/seminars  

 

  



  

This series of seminars encourages debate on areas of contemporary interest in the field 
of English language teaching and learning. Informal networking events are combined 
with more formal workshops and presentations. Last season featured stimulating 
seminars given by George Pickering, Mario Rinvolucri, Michael Swan, Catherine Walter, 
Jeremy Harmer & Steve Bingham plus our first ESOL workshop.  

Please see our website for highlights: www.teachingenglish.org.uk/seminars  

 

 

   

 


